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Land Acknowledgment

Danspace Project pays respect to Lenape peoples. We acknowledge that
this work is situated on the Lenape island of Manhahtaan (Mannahatta)
in Lenapehoking, the Lenape homeland. We pay respect to Lenape land,
water, and ancestors past, present, and future.

Site Acknowledgment

“Before we begin, let’s take a moment to acknowledge that the construction
of this building, Saint Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery, was completed in
1799. That same year, New York State enacted the Gradual Emancipation
Act 1, so it is reasonable to assume that this building where we are when we
stand, sit, dance, and some still worship, was built by enslaved individuals
on what was the homeland of the Lenape people.”

- Ishmael Houston-Jones



Danspace Project Presents

Eiko Otake & Joan Jonas

WITH THE EARTH AT MY WAISTLINE
film premiere & conversation

Friday, June 11, 2021
S5pm (ET)

Part of PLATFORM 2021: The Dream of the Audience
curated by Judy Hussie-Taylor



An interview
May 2, 2021

At Joan Jonas’s Home
Camera by Jeri Coppola
Edit by Eiko Otake
WITH THE EARTH AT MY WAISTLINE
Dedicated to Douglas Crimp

Commissioned and premiered by
Danspace Project as part of Platform

2021: The Dream of the Audience.

Conceived by Joan Jonas and Eiko Otake

Directed by Joan Jonas in collaboration
with Eiko Otake

Performed by Eiko Otake, Joan Jonas,
Iris McCloughan

Video Backdrops and Props by
Joan Jonas

Seagull Footage by Eiko Otake

Lighting Design by Jan Kroeze
with Yolanda Royster

Videography by Jeri Coppola
and Joan Jonas

Assisted by Sekeena Gavagan,
Paula Longendyke, Iris McCloughan,
Allison Hsu

Edited by David Sherman and Joan Jonas
with Eiko Otake, Sekeena Gavagan

Ballad of the Shadowy Pigeons
By Federico Garcia Lorca
Translation by Jack Spicer

Special Thanks to Danspace,
Judy Hussie-Taylor, Benjamin Akio
Kimitch, Yolanda Royster

A note from Eiko

Joan and I became friends relatively
recently. We were strangers until we
reached out to each other at the same
time in 2018. Soon Joan invited me to her
studio and I moved with projections of
her video pieces. She then flew me to her
summer home in Nova Scotia, where we
worked alone for four days. During our
Conversation Without Walls at Danspace
last year, we both said that we were ready
to do something we could not do when
younger. We both agreed Joan would

try directing me the next time we work
together.

When Danspace commissioned a media
work, I asked Joan if she would join me
in two-week creative residency at St.
Mark’s Church Sanctuary. She said Yes!

Not directing myself or anyone else was
liberating. She brought her wonderful
team of helpers, many props and
costumes, and took the lead in setting

up, directing, shooting, and editing. This
allowed me to be fully my performer-self.
To my delight Joan joined me in many
scenes. That was new for us. At each set
up, we improvised, looked at the footage,
and improvised again. I was totally happy
with the process. We performed more



duets than we could put in this piece. In
all, not only did I learn a lot about Joan,
but also about myself. Thank you, Joan. I
am grateful to her team (David, Jeri, Jan,
Paula Sekeena), Judy, Ben, Yolanda, Lily,
everyone at Danspace, and my team, Iris,
Allison, and Paula.

Born and raised in Japan and a resident
of New York since 1976, Eiko Otake is a
movement-based, interdisciplinary artist.
After working for more than 40 years

as Eiko & Koma, in 2014 Eiko began
performing her own solo project A Body
in Places, which was also the title of her
2016 Danspace Project Platform.

Since 2014, Eiko collaborated with
photographer/historian William Johnston
on creating A Body in Fukushima, which
captures Eiko’s body in places of nuclear
contamination. Eiko has presented both
photo exhibitions and film screenings

of A Body in Fukushima in the US and
internationally at museums and art
centers.

In 2017, she launched a multi-year Duet
Project, an open-ended series of cross-
disciplinary, cross-cultural, and cross-
generational experiments with a diverse
range of artists. In addition to creating
her works in her Virtual Studio during
the pandemic, Eiko performed live for
audiences at the Green-Wood Cemetery,
Wesleyan University, and in Tokyo.

Eiko & Koma have been honored with a
MacArthur Fellowship, the Samuel H.
Scripps American Dance Festival Award,
and the first Doris Duke Artist Award.
For her solo work, Eiko has received a
Bessie’s Special Citation, an Art Matters

fellowship, the Anonymous Was a
Woman Award, and the LMCC Sam Miller
Award.

Joan Jonas was born in 1936 in New
York, where she lives and works. Jonas
is one of the most significant artists in
the history of video and performance.
Beginning in the 1960s, she placed
female subjectivity at the center of

her work, employing a complex
linguistic repertoire including gestures,
storytelling and images in movement.
Jonas experiments with sources from
fairy tales to essays, from myths to local
folklore, both poetically and politically.
In 2004, Jonas began collaborating with
the composer Jason Moran on several
projects and they continue to perform
together.

In 2020/21 Jonas produced 75 drawings
and a video for her participation in the
13th Shanghai Biennale, Bodies of Water.
In 2020, she had her first solo show in
South America, Joan Jonas: 5 Decades,

at the Pinacoteca in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
In 2019, in collaboration with TBA21,
Jonas presented an immersive exhibition,
Moving off the Land, at Chiesa di San
Lorenzo, Venice, which then travelled to
Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza,
Madrid, Spain in 2020. In 2019 the Kyoto
City University of Arts Art Gallery
presented Five Rooms For Kyoto: 1972 -
2019, Jonas’ largest solo exhibition in
Japan. In 2018 Jonas was the recipient of
the Kyoto Prize in Arts and Philosophy.
In 2018 Tate Modern devoted to her a
major survey exhibition, which then
travelled to Serralves Museum of
Contemporary Art, Porto, Portugal. In



2015 Jonas represented the United States
at the 56th Venice Biennale.

Iris McCloughan is an artist, writer, and
performer. Their performance work has
been presented in New York (Movement
Research, The Poetry Project, The New
Ohio, Ars Nova, JACK), Philadelphia
(The Barnes Foundation, Philadelphia
Contemporary, FringeArts, ICA
Philadelphia), Chicago (Links Hall), and
Detroit (Public Pool).

Iris was awarded the 2018 Stanley Kunitz
Prize from American Poetry Review,
and was named a finalist in nonfiction
for Best of the Net 2020. They are the
author of three chapbooks, including
Triptych (2021, greying ghost) and Bones
to Peaches (2021, Seven Kitchens Press).
Their writing has appeared in jubilat,
juked, Denver Quarterly, and Gertrude,
among many others.

BALLAD OF THE SHADOWY PIGEONS

By Federico Garcia Lorca
Translation by Jack Spicer

On the branch of laurel
Saw two shadowy pigeons.
One of them was the sun
The other the moon.

Little neighbors, I asked them,
Where am I buried?

In my tail, said the sun.

In my craw, said the moon.

And I who had been walking
With the earth at my waisteline
Saw two eagles of marble

And a naked maiden.

The one was the other

And the maiden was no one.

Little eagles, I asked them,
Where am I buried?

In my tail, said the sun

In my craw, said the moon.

On the branches of laurel
Saw the naked pigeons.
The one was the other
And both of them no one



About Platform 2021

Platform 2021: The Dream of the
Audience (May 15 - June 18, 2021),
curated by Judy Hussie-Taylor, is a digital
Platform featuring acclaimed artists

and past Platform curators, each with
longstanding relationships to Danspace
Project: Ishmael Houston-Jones, Okwui
Okpokwasili, Eiko Otake with Joan
Jonas, and Reggie Wilson. Each of the
artists are receiving residency time in St.
Mark’s Church and opportunities for live
conversations. New short video works by
the artists, created while in-residence at
the church, will be screened during the
Platform.

Each week of the Platform will feature:
Monday Archives: Special Danspace
archival footage released on the Online
Journal, Issue 12.

Friday Film Screenings: A new film
premiere, filmed on site at Danspace
Project. Film premieres on Zoom.

In two Conversations Without Walls,
Lydia Bell and Kristin Juarez will activate
these archives. The Journal will also
include new written works by Writer-in-
residence, Maura Nguyen Donohue.

Platform 2021 takes inspiration from a
poem by the late Korean American artist
Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, in which Cha
addresses the audience “as a distant
relative.” “Although written in 1977,
Cha’s text resonates with our current
condition,” says Hussie-Taylor. “This
Platform is an homage to audiences.”

Audience Distant Relative, Teresa Hak
Kyung Cha (1977)

you are the audience

you are my distant audience
i address you

as i would a distant relative
as if a distant relative

seen only heard only through someone
else’s

description

Funding for Platform 2021

Special thanks to the Howard Gilman
Foundation and the National Endowment
for the Arts for their support for
Danspace Project’s 2021 Platform, and
thank you to all our vital supporters.
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Platform 2021 Schedule

Saturday, May 15 at 7pm (ET): Platform
Launch with Ishmael Houston-Jones, Eiko
Otake, Joan Jonas, Okwui Okpokwasili,
and Reggie Wilson. Facilitated by Judy
Hussie-Taylor.

Monday, May 17: On the Online Journal:
Ishmael Houston-Jones and Miguel
Gutierrez: Variations on Themes from
Lost and Found...

Friday, May 21 at 5pm (ET): Film
Premiere: Ishmael Houston-Jones

Monday, May 31: On the Online Journal:
Okwui Okpokwasili and Peter Born:
Sitting On a Man’s Head

Friday, June 4 at 5pm (ET): Film Premiere:
Okwui Okpokwasili

Monday, June 7: On the Online Journal:
Eiko Otake: A Body in Places & Joan
Jonas’ Moving Off the Land

Monday, June 7 at 5pm (ET):
Conversations Without Walls: Revisiting
Eiko Otake’s A Body in Places and
Ishmael Houston-Jones and Will Rawls’
Lost & Found Platforms with Lydia Bell &
Kristin Juarez

Friday, June 11 at 5pm (ET): Film
Premiere: Eiko Otake & Joan Jonas

Monday, June 14: On the Online Journal:
Reggie Wilson: ...they stood shaking
while others began to shout

Monday, June 14 at 5pm (ET):
Conversations Without Walls:
Revisiting Reggie Wilson’s Dancing
Platform, Praying Grounds and Owkui
Okpokwasili’s Utterances From the
Chorus with Lydia Bell & Kristin Juarez

Friday, June 18 at 5pm (ET): Film

Premiere: Reggie Wilson

RSVP at danspaceproject.org!

Journal Issue #12: The Dream of the
Audience
visit danspaceproject.org/journal



Mission & History

Danspace Project presents new work in dance, supports a diverse range of
choreographers in developing their work, encourages experimentation, and
connects artists to audiences.

For over 45 years, Danspace Project has supported a vital community

of contemporary dance artists in an environment unlike any other in the
United States. Located in the historic St. Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery,
Danspace shares its facility with the Church, The Poetry Project, and New
York Theatre Ballet. Danspace Project’s Commissioning Initiative has
commissioned over 570 new works since its inception in 1994.

Danspace Project’s Choreographic Center Without Walls (CW?) provides
context for audiences and increased support for artists. Our public
programs (including Danspace Presents, Platforms, Food for Thought,
DraftWork), Commissioning Initiative, residencies, guest artist curators,
and contextualizing activities and materials are core components of CW?
offering a responsive framework for artists’ works. Since 2010, we have
produced twelve Platforms, published thriteen print catalogues and five
e-books, launched the Conversations Without Walls discussion series, and
explored models for public discourse and residencies.

Follow Us

Instagram: @DanspaceProject
Twitter: @DanspaceProject
Facebook: Danspace Project

danspaceproject.org

Danspace Project’s Online Journal
Ongoing with new posts weekly!

danspaceproject.org/journal



Thanks to our Funders

Danspace Project’s 2020-2021 Commissioning
Initiative and Residency Program receives
generous support from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation and The New York State Council on
the Arts, as well as the generous individuals that
support the Creation Fund.

Danspace Project’s 2020-2021 season, including
the DraftWork and Conversations Without Walls
series, is presented, in part, with public funds
from the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.
Danspace Project programs are made possible
in part through public funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts; the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New

York State Legislature; the NYS DanceForce,

a partnership program of the New York

State Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York
State Legislature; the New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City
Council; and Materials for the Arts (a joint
program of the NYC Department of Cultural
Affairs and the Department of Sanitation).

Danspace Project extends special thanks to City
Council Majority Leader and Cultural Affairs
Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, City
Council Speaker Corey Johnson, New York State
Senator Brad Hoylman, and State Assembly
Member Deborah J. Glick for their advocacy and
support.

Danspace Project gratefully acknowledges the
private support of Anonymous; The Joseph and
Joan Cullman Foundation for the Arts; Barbara
Bell Cumming Foundation; Cultural Services

of the French Embassy; Gladys Krieble Delmas
Foundation; Doris Duke Charitable Foundation;
FUSED (French U.S. Exchange in Dance), a
program developed by FACE Foundation and the
Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the
United States with support from the Florence
Gould Foundation, the Ford Foundation, Institut
francais- Paris, the French Ministry of Culture

b Cultura
Affairs
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and private donors; Howard Gilman Foundation;
The Harkness Foundation for Dance; Marta
Heflin Foundation; the Jerome Foundation;
Lambent Foundation Fund of the Tides
Foundation; The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation;
Mertz Gilmore Foundation; The New York
Community Trust; The Robert Rauschenberg
Foundation; The Jerome Robbins Foundation;
the James E. Robison Foundation; The Fan

Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc.;

The Shubert Foundation; Joseph S. and Diane
H. Steinberg Charitable Trust; and the Teiger
Foundation.

Danspace Project is also appreciative of the
support of individuals, including donors,
Members at every level, and its 2020-2021
Leadership Circle, which includes Carol Bryce-
Buchanan; Barbara Castelli; Terry Creach;
Vallejo Gantner; Allyson Green; Gary Hattem

& Frazier Holloway; Dorothy Lichtenstein;
Glenn Ligon; Ellen & George Needham; Derek
Sands; Martha Sherman; Christina Sterner; Lena
Stringari; and David and Monica Zwirner.

Danspace Project receives additional support
from the Barr Foundation, ExxonMobil
Foundation, Google, Moody’s Foundation, and
The William Penn Foundation through matching
gifts programs. Special thanks to the Mertz
Gilmore Foundation and Community Funds, Inc.
- LuEsther T. Mertz Advised Fund for support of
equipment and technological upgrades.

Special thanks to the following supporters for
their generosity in many forms throughout
the years: Contact Quarterly, fleur elise bkin,
Insomnia Cookies, Ozone Design, Paddle8,
Pangea Restaurant, Porsena Restaurant, Sky
Frame Inc., and Veniero’s.
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Danspace Project Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Individuals

Leadership Circle (2020-2021)
Carol J. Bryce-Buchanan
Barbara Bertozzi Castelli
Terry Creach

Vallejo Gantner

Allyson Green

Gary Hattem & Frazier
Holloway

Dorothy Lichtenstein
Glenn Ligon

Ellen & George Needham
Derek Sands

Martha Sherman
Christina L. Sterner

Lena Stringari

David & Monica Zwirner

$5,000+

Anonymous (2)

Jody & John Arnhold

Yona Backer*

Anthony Calnek* & Linda Sugin
Anne Delaney

Hilary Easton* & Joshua
McHugh

David L. Fanger* & Martin
Wechsler

Agnes Gund

Anne B. Miller

David Parker*

Pat Steir Foundation
Helen* & Peter Warwick

$1,500 - $4,999

Suzanne Bocanegra* &
David Lang

Frances Craig Guillemot
Zoe Leonard

Carol LeWitt

Glenn Ligon

Cynthia Mayeda

Frances Milberg

Timothy & Virginia Millhiser
Joseph Morton

Sarah Needham*

Laura Paul & Paul Messier
Jessie H. Price & H. Charles
Price lll

Judilee Reed

Linda Stein & Paul Vidich
Kenneth Tabachnick

Nina Winthrop*

Katie Wisniewski

$500 - $999

Kyle Abraham
Anonymous (2)
Anmol Bhagchand
Philip Bither

Amy Cassello

The Chow Family

Susan Dowling

Robert Flynt & Jeff McMahon
Kathy Halbreich

Bree Jeppson

F. William & Paulette
Kaufmann

Thomas J. Lax & Andrew
Wallace

Andrew Levine

Claire Morton

Jana Reed

Janice M. Lee & Stuart L.
Shapiro

Mrs. Annaliese Soros
Elizabeth Streb

David Thompson & Ginger
Chapman

David Thomson

Kay Turner

Lucy Vasserman

James Welling

Jawole Willa Jo Zollar

$100 - $499
Lillian Ain

Emily Alli
Anonymous (16)
Charles Atlas
Susan Atlas

Kelly AuCoin
Arthur Aviles

Paul Bader

Jenny Bailey & Jeffrey
Robertson

David Bailin

Sunil Bald

Daniel H. Baldini
Mary Barone
Karen A. Bell

Lydia Bell

Robert Berkman
Roslyn Biskin
William Bissell
Craig Bossi
Barbara Bryan
Linda G. Bryant
Connie Butler
Nikki Castro
Barbara Clausen
Nora Chavooshian
Reghan & Kristian
Christensen
Barbara Clausen
Gail Coates

Sara Coffey & Dave Snyder
Donna Costello
Peter Cramer & Jack Waters

Kyle Dacuyan

Nancy Dalva

Gail Donnenfeld

Simon Dove

Douglas Dunn

Alice H. & Robert V. Eagly
Cathy Edwards & Mike Wishnie
Phyllis & Sumner Fanger
Donna Faye Burchfield
Susan Feder & Todd
Gordon

Lynne Feigenbaum
Molissa Fenley

Laura Flanders

Zoe Fortin

Catherine Gallant

Amy Gelles

Sheri & Robert Gold

Neil Greenberg

Carolyn Hall

Erika Hansen

Abby Harris Holmes &
Jeremy Holmes

Cynthia Hedstrom

Dale & Stephen Hoffman
Laura Hoffman

Daonne Huff

Irene Hultman Monti
Lila Hurwitz

Steffani Jemison & Quincy
Flowers

Rattanamol Johal Singh
Sophie & Anthony Kaufman
Kathy Kaufmann

Sean Kennedy

James Klosty

Robert Knowles

Marion Koltun

Rob Krulak

Phyllis Lamhut

Margaret A. Lawrence
Rebecca Lazier

Young Jean Lee

Renee Lemieux

Melissa Levin*

Amy Lieberman

Frank Ligtvoet & Nanne
Dekking

William Lynch

Stanford Makishi

Susan Marshall

Diane & Adam E. Max
Joseph V. Melillo

Bebe Miller

Edward D. Miller & Ray
Montero

Seymour M. Miller
Michelle Moglia
Meredith Monk

Christopher Morrow &
Peggy Cheng

Bill & Judi Morrow

Jon Nakagawa

Lisa Nelson
Madeleine Nichols
William Niederkorn
Paul O'Neil & Liz Young
Annie-B Parson & Paul
Lazar

Carla Peterson

Craig Peterson
Stephen Petronio
Tricia Pierson

Pamela Pietro
Marianne Pohle
Victor Polk & Cathy
Chapman

Amanda K. Ringger
John Robinson
Michael Rohrer

Ann Rosenthal

Sara Rudner

Kristy Santimyer Melita
Davison Scandrett
Shelley Senter

Vicky Shick

Yoko Shioya

Sarah Skaggs

Amber Sloan

Stacy Spence

Aurin Squire

Elizabeth Takeda

Sally Tallant & Tamsin
Dillon

Allegra Thoresen
Linnaea Tillett & A.V. Ryan
Laurie Uprichard
Aynsley Vandenbroucke
Judith Walker

Bethany Wall

Andrew Wallace
Catherine Weis

Gwen Welliver

Bruce & Meg Williams
Mabel Wilson

Debra Wimpfheimer
Andrew Wollowitz
Katharine Wolpe
Janet Wong

James Wright & Beth
Greenberg

Megan Wright

Paul David Young
Elizabeth Zimmer

Ivan Zimmerman

*Board Member
As of May 20, 2021



Danspace Project Staff & Consultants

Executive Director & Chief Curator
Judy Hussie-Taylor

Program Director & Associate Curator
Benjamin Akio Kimitch

Director of Finance & Operations
Jodi Bender

Director of Development
Peggy H. Cheng

Communications Director
Lily Cohen

Development & Communcations Assistant
Séverine Kaufman

Associate Curator, Public Engagement
Seta Morton

Development Manager
Nora Thompson

Production Manager
Yolanda Royster

Lighting Designers
Kathy Kaufmann
Carol Mullins

DraftWork Curator
Ishmael Houston-Jones

Accountants
Lutz & Carr, C.P.A.

House Photographers
Tom Brazil
Ian Douglas

Graphic Design
Judith Walker

Board of Directors

President
Helen Warwick

Vice President
David Parker

Secretary
Melissa Levin

Treasurer
Sarah Needham

Officer-at-Large
David Fanger

Yona Backer

Suzanne Bocanegra

Trisha Brown, In Memoriam, 2006-2017
Anthony Calnek

Douglas Dunn, Emeritus

Hilary Easton

Ishmael Houston-Jones, Emeritus
Judy Hussie-Taylor

Thomas Lax

Ralph Lemon, Emeritus

Bebe Miller, Emeritus

Sam Miller, In Memoriam, 2013-2018
Rashaun Mitchell

Eiko Otake

Judilee Reed

Nina Winthrop

Artists Advisory Board

Chair
Ain Gordon

Jonah Bokaer, Wally Cardona, David Dorfman,
Jeanine Durning, Miguel Gutierrez, Trajal Harrell,
Iréne Hultman Monti, John Jasperse, Heidi Latsky,
Tere O’Connor, Risa Steinberg, Donna Uchizono,
Christopher Williams, Nami Yamamoto

Danspace Project is located inside historic St. Mark’s
Church in-the-Bowery
131 East 10th Street, New York, NY 10003.

Phone: (212) 674-8112
Email: info@danspaceproject.org

danspaceproject.org



